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Welcome 
 

 

After 18 years, the European Congress on Molecular Spectroscopy (EUCMOS) returns to 

Portugal. The previous edition of EUCMOS hold in Coimbra took place in the year 2000. I am 

sure that all those who had the opportunity to attend that meeting, still keep it in their 

memory as an extraordinary conference. At that time, 

the opening lecture was delivered by the Nobel Prize 

winer Professor Sir Harold Walter Kroto, whom we all 

miss so dearly. Harold Kroto passed away in April 20th 

2016, and I would like to dedicate this congress to his 

memory. Besides being an outstanding scientist who 

dedicated his life to spectroscopy and education in 

science, Harry was also a good friend, whose accute and fine humor and modesty were marks 

of his personality.  

EUCMOS 2018 appears as a new opportunity for scientists working in the field of 

molecular spectroscopy and related subjects to meet for a week and share their works in an 

environment that has been prepared to stimulate the exchange of ideas and help to find new 

paths to address the most important contemporary scientific challenges in this domain. It is 

very gratifying to know that leading scientists in the field of molecular spectroscopy have 

accepted our invitation and will share with us their knowledge.  

Coimbra is a very beautiful and peaceful town situated on the Mondego River, 

approximately 185 km Northeast of Lisboa and 98 km Southeast of Porto. The city served as 

the capital of Portugal from 1139 to 1385 and was the birthplace of six monarchs from the 

portuguese 1st Dynasty. Noted for its cultural tradictions and artistic treasures, Coimbra was 

long the intellectual capital of Portugal and remains one of its most important cities. The live 

of the city depends primarily on its University, which was founded in 1290 and it is one of the 

oldest universities in Europe. Like an acropolis, the white buildings of the University of 

Coimbra now dominate the hilltop overlooking the north bank of Mondego. However, the 

University of Coimbra has been able to conciliate the past with both the present and future 

and it is also a "modern" university, very well equipped with up-to-date technology in the 

various fields of knowledge, and where science and technology are considered to play an 

essential role. The Science and   Technology Faculty has actually more than 8000 students and 
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more than 300 senior professors that dedicate to the most relevant branches of fundamental 

and applied science, being the largest and the most prominent faculty of the University. The 

Chemistry and the Physics Departments are certainly among the most important research 

centres in these fields of research in Portugal, and both have since long ago attained the 

respect of the international scientific community. 

I am sure that the outcome of EUCMOS 2018 will be an important contribution to the 

progress of Chemistry and Physics, in particular of molecular spectroscopy, and that this 

meeting will confirm the excellence of the EUCMOS series, now ready to cellebrate its 67th 

aniversairy, since the first event in Basel in 1951. It is a pleasure for me now, as chairman of 

EUCMOS 2018, and also as President of the International Steering Committee of EUCMOS, to 

extend a warm invitation to you to attend the congress and wish you a very nice stay in 

Coimbra.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rui Fausto, Ph.D. 

Chairman of EUCMOS XXXIV 
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THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEES OF EUCMOS 2018 GRATEFULLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE SUPPORT FROM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faculdade de Ciências e Tecnologia da Universidade de Coimbra (FCTUC) 

Departamento de Química - FCTUC 

Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia (FCT) 

Entidade Regional de Turismo do Centro de Portugal 

Sociedade Portuguesa de Química 

Universidade de Coimbra 
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The Organizing Committees of EUCMOS 2018 
Thank very much the lecturers and 

Participants in general for their valuable 
Contribution to the scientific programme 
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WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE SUPPORT FROM OUR SPONSORS 
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